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CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Commission reconvened at 1500 hours) 
KARL ENGELBERT, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
MR. TAYLOR: Will the witness stand please? What is your fullname? 
THE WITNESS: Karl Engelbert. 
MR. TAYLOR: Will you raise your right hand and repeat after me. 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth 
and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath) 
MR. TAYLOR: You may sit down. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. NATH (Defense Counsel for the Corps of Political Leaders) 
Q- Please tell the Commission how old you are, what your civil profession is, 
and how long you have followed that profession? 
A. I am 55 years of age. I am a technical engineer in the city of Bonn. 
I have been L4v7A7— which would be councillor in charge of building 


activi ties of the city since 1924, and I have been living all those years in Bonn. 


Q- When and why did you join the party? 
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A. I joined the party on the first of May 1933. I did so because after 
parlimentary form had become inactive in Germany due to small party, I felt 
that all constructive forces should join in one large party to prevent the 
break of Germany. 

Q. Did you belone to one of the democratic xxrtyt parties in Germany be- 
fore 19337 

A. No. 

Q. Xsrsxyswxm Where were you a Kreiswirtschaftsberater - that would be 
advisor of economic affairs to the Kreisleiters? 

A. In Bonn. I received on April 20, 1937, a letter from the Gauleiter 
in Cologne, appointing me to Kreiswirtschaftsberater - Economic Advisor to 
the Kreisleiter. I filled this office until the end. 

Q- Did you know which characteristics were used in the selection of the 


Kreiswirtschaftsberater? 


A. Part of the Kreiswirtechaftsberater were selected from industry ei 


and trade. The other part from those civil servants who were concerned with 
economic matters. 
Q. Did you receive any identifying papers as political leiters? 


A. In 1942, I received such a paper as a political leiter. 
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Q. Was the oath of x office taken from you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it poseible to refuse the exoctuents of political office or 
to lay down such am office because one didn't agree with the political 
eins and opinions of the Nazis? 

A. That would have been impossible for any public servant without 
very severe consequences. 

Q. Please advise the Commission am to what serious consequences you 
are referring. 

A. I had to report to my superiors at the office the acceptance or the 
declination of such an office. My superior officer was obliged to forward 
such a report, if it concerned the refusal of such & Party office, to the 
Ministry of State. 

Q. What would have been the consequence fcr the position of the civil 
servanii 

À. Someone like ue, who was holding a leading position, would have hed 
to ren from his position. 

Q. Describe to the Commission the structure of the gau economic office 
cr the kreis economic office attached to the staff of the kreisleiter. 

À. I am going to do so as far as the kxekuwxiwirtzzkafkzkearaitexxix 

office 
kreiswirtscheftsberater/(kreis economic office) is concerned. I belonzed as 
kreiswirtschaftsberater to the enlarged staff of the kreisleiter,whose 
subordinate I wes in disciplinary matters. Directives of an officiel naturef 
I received from the geuwirtechaftsberater, who belénged to the staff of the 
geuleiter. As far as I know, the gauwirtschaftsbereter received his instruc. 


tions from the geuleiter and from the deputy of the fuehrer. I did not 


maintain any office in the kreisleiter's office building. 


ae 
m 
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Q. Did you have any staff to assist you? 

A. My tasks were so small that I didn't need any assistance. 

Q. Please describe the tasks of the kreiswirtschaftsberater. 

A. My job was the counselling of the kveisleiter and of my fellow 
citizens in regard to — affairs. People who, for instance, needed 
advice in tax matters came x to me to inquire where tney should go. Also, 
until the outbreak of war, I had to hold monthly conferences with represen- 
tatives of industry, trade, the German Lebor Front, and of the crafts, and 
to report the results of those diecussions on general economic problems to 
the kreieleiter. Special problems which were the subjectof such conversa- 
tione were, for instance, mxxxuzizxkiiaxx monetary problems, raw natériels 
and labor supply. 

Q. Were you the economic advisor to the orisgruppenleiter? 

A. Wo. 

Q. Would you characterize the office of the kreiswirtschaftsberater 
as a merely professionel office? 

A. Yes, it was werely professional. 

Q. Did similar merely professional offices existikkxaxkkaxnkatfxofxtie 
in the staff? 

A. Yes, there were others, as, for instence, for the people's heaiih, 
education, civil£ servants, technique, legal advisors, and community policy. 

Q. Did the advisors for trades, industry, end also agricultural policy 
also belong? 

A. Yes, I forgot to mention them. 

Q. Was there a decrease in the activities of the kreiswirtschaftsberater 


during the war? 


A. Yes; after the outbreak of the wer those monthly conferences were not, | 
4 


held anymore because the army k&gXx& began to take cere of the 
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industrial establishments. The only task which remained were occasional 
sessions giving müxXxg advice to individual fellow citizens. 

Q. To enable the Commission to form an opinion as to the scope of your 
activities, please tell us how many of those conferences you held. 

å. They were most infrequent--perhaps once ewery two or three months. 

Q. Did those professional advisors of the kreisieiter, for instance 
af the kreiswirtschaftsberater, participate in the regularly-scheduled 
conferences of the kreisleiter, and how often did those take place? 

À. I participated only at conferences which were called every two 
or three months, but I did not participate in monthly political conferences 
which the kreisleiter held with his political advisors. 

Q. What wes the subject of conversation between you,as a kreiswirtschafts- 
berater, and those professional advisors of the kreisleiter, every two or 
three months? 


A. There wasn't anything particularly directed to any of us. The 


invitations were extended to alljof us, and we hed a duty to appear at euch 


meetings. The kreisleiter reviewed the general terms of the situation, 
stressing that anything he would say would be merely his personal opinion; 
and the man in charge of the kreisieiter's office subsequently announced any 
dates of schedules which had to be known to the staff of the kreisleiter. 
Yuon the question was asked whether anybody attending the meeting wished to 
bring up amyxag anything of general interest to those present. If so, those 
questions were discussed. And then the meeting, which lasted on the average 
of some one to one and ome-half hours, was adjourned. 

Q. Did you receive orders from the kreisleiter, and, if so, which? 

A. The only thing which i head to do with the kreisleiter was that the 
kreisleiter referred citizens who came to him with questions cf an edonomic 


nature to me. 
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Q. Do I understand you correctly, Witness, thet you, if such citizens 


were referred to you, that you were to advise them? 

A. Yes, thet's right. 

Q. What was the connection of the kreiewirtshaftsberater office tc 
other Nazi organizations, as the SA, SS, German Labor Front, etc.? 

å. Wo connection whatsoever existed. 

Q. Did you know the Leyh Organizations Book of the Nazi Party? 

A. Wo, I never saw it. 

Q. Did you know, on the basis of your personal experience, whether the 
political leiters paid attention to the Organizations Book and followed thames its 
directives. 

A. I can't answer, because I didn't know of it. 

Q. Do you know an order issued by Hitler and pamkak posted in all 
Party offices within the last few years,E&ni saying that only that person may 
know about a matter who is concerned with its carrying out end no one has to 
learn more than he should know for the mmk fulfillment of his tcake///K, and 
no one should learn of a matter earlier tran he hes to? Was that orcer 
observed by the ataff of the kreisleiter? 

A. The only knowleCge I had cf that Hitler order was that B which I 
had gained as a civil servant. As a kreiswirtschaftsberater, the kreisleiter 
never gave me notice of thatorder. Wkaxzxar I never saw itposted in any 
office of the kreisleiter. 

Q. Were there any secret directives for the kreiswirtschaftstbereter? 

À. I never received secret orders. 


Q. One calle the amkziakiimr kreiswirtschafteberater xffisz& c political 


leiter. Had they anything to de with politics in the narrow sense of the wmü 


word? b 
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A. No, we were not concerned with political questions. 

Q. Did you, therefore, consider £ it correct that the kreiswirtschafts- 
beveter and the other professional advisors were agumermruadi considered 
political leiters? 

å. Only in a very broed senec is that expression justified. 

Q- Could you explain a little more mkixxa elaborately? 

A. Generally any officeholüer or any cendidate for gx Party nem»exrship 
who held an office in the Party was called a politics) leiter, zei regardless 
of whether he had to fill political or professional tasks. 

Q. Did you know whether that title, "Boliticel leiter", was beatowed 
upon people as an honorary title£, too? 

å. Oniy in that sense that former xreisleiters , if they assumed public 
office--as, for instance, Lord Mayor--then they retained tne title textikrienk 
Yxreisleiter" as an honorary title. 

Q. Did the political leiters you knew of belong to 2 Christien Gkx 
church? 

A. à large part of tiwse I knew did belong to æ Christian church. I, 
myself, am a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and have held 
various offices in my church and counselled and advised my church in regard 
to building matters. After 1 surrendered that office, I was given an 
honorary office in that church. 

Q- Did the political leiters of your district participate in church 
activities; for instance, did they attend services amd participate in church 
KXXXRXEEXXX organizations? 

A. Yes, in regard to those gmixakt political Leiters who dia belong to 


a church, they did participate in such activities. 


Q- Did the political leiters receive insttuctions, particulerly from 
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the gauleiters or kemiskatkex kreisleiters, to leave the church? 

A. As far as I know, I can't remember anything of that kind. x I do 
recall that a conference of advisors of the kreisleiter in 1936 started to 
discuss the matter of leaving the church, but the kreisleiter definitely 
stated that such matters should not be discussed. 

Q. I now come to definite points of the indictment. The indictment 
charges the political leiters with having participated iz & joint plan of 
conspiracy aiming at the gmmmixtakxsfxurim committing of crimes against the 
pammsa peace, the laws of international warfare, and humanity. The indicément 
considers the Party Progran the main basis of that conspiracy of conquest and 
crime. I shall ask you a few questions in regard tothe pointe of the Barty 
Program and ask you, in connection with Point Two of Part One: "We demand the 
mxakoakikion equal righis of the German È people--equal to the rights of other 
nations. We demand ine abolition of the Treaty of Versailles." How did the 
leiters of professional offices understand this point of the Party Program! 

A. I can8t say how leiters in general considered that poini, because we 
never discussed it. I can give vou only my personal opinion. My cpinion was 
that,@. since £xxx&xkr& thet treaty provided for procedures Xx which allowed 
for emendments for the other countries concerned, that procedure should be 
applied to Germany, too. | 

Q. Was tháre anything known within the staff of the kreisleiter,to which 
you belonged, with regard to the planning of an aggressive war? 

A. Wo, we weren't told anything of that kind. 

Q. How did the political leiters and the German people react to the 


outbreak of the war in 1.898% 19397 


An 


gZ 
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A. I can only say, as a matter of grave importance and as a matter of 
defense to which we were compelled. 

Q. The indictment further charges that the orps of Political Leiters-- 
that means also the leiters of the professional offices, the economic offices-- 
were responsible for all measures conducted for the purpose of the conspiracy 
of the State and of the Government, including legislative matters. Did the 
kreiswirtschafisberáters who were coorcinated to the kreisleiter have any 
influence on the legislation of the Third Reich--even oniy in the form of 
mere suggesticns? 

A. Such a possibility did not exist; at least i newer heard of it. 

Q. It is claimed that a significent example of the rerponsibility of 
the political leiters was their participation in the persecution of the 
Christian Church. 

A. I know nothing of such a participation. 

Q. Were the kreiswirtschaftsberaters informed by the Party's highest 
officials or by the kreieleiter,of the fight against the Church, ani & did 
they have anything to do withit? 

A. Neither in personal conversation nor at those meetings called 
"kreisappelle", was there anything said about it by the kreisleiter. 

Q. Were you ever told anything about the ideas of the Party in the 
ChurcheParty war? 

A. Wo, I never heard anything about thet. 

Q. Many ministers, Protestant and Catholic alike, and members of 
religious orders, were arrested and put intc concentration camps by the 
Nazis, and the property of the Church was confiscated. Did the Party xakinrs 


leadership inform you es a kreiswirtischaftsberater, or any of your other 


colleagues, of those actions against winistere and churches, or cid you E. 


abont those things by other means? 
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A. I learned nothing about these things in my capacity as kreiswirt- 
echeftsberater, and I am sure that the other advisors learned only by chance. 
In my position as a high civil eervant, I learned of those things as far as 
the confiscation of property by the Gestapo was concerned. 

Q. The Prosecuticn mentions ae a further exauple of the participation 
of the political leiters in the conspiracy, ine destruction of the free 
krgxi& trade unions. It has been claimed that,soon after the seizure of power 


May 2 1933, prominent members of the Corps of Political Leiters prepared to 


participate in the destruction of the trade unions. Did you know, Witness, 


who performed the destruction of the labor unione? / 


A. That was before I took office. Most of the offices of professional 
advisors were not created before 19:4. 

«. The responsibility of the Political leiters is seen in the partici- 
pation of the Einsetzstab Rosenberg and thé looting of art treasures in 
German-occupied territories. Did the kreiswirtschaftsberater know m what 
the Einsatzstab Rosenberg was and what its functions were? And did they 
have anything to do with it in their capacity as kreiswirtschaftsberaters? 

A. Kreiswirtschafteberaters x knew nothing of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg 
and had nothing to do with it. 

Q. There took place outrages against the Jews from the 9th to the lOth 
of November, 1928, in the courwe of which synagogues were burrsd, Jewish 
homes were burned and looted, and many Jewish citizens were arrested and put 
into concentration camps. I au submitting to you Document PS 3051, USA 0520. 
It is a telegram by Ley of November 10, 1938 to all State police officers-- 
Gestapoleiters and Gestapostellenleiters. In this telegram, "It is directed 


that you get in contact with the competent leitung, gau and kreis, to arrange 


for the conducting of those demonstrations,and a competent commander of the / Ó 
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regular police is to be asked to join in those demonstrations. Had the 


political leiters received eny advance information of that campaign, and 


hed they received orders to participate in those oubrages in any kind or 
fora? 

å. I do not know of any instructions of that kind. 

Q. Maxmxkka Had the kreiswirtschaftsberaters received any orders from 
the gauleiters or from the kreisleiters after the occurrence of the outrege: 
against Jewish citizens? Had they received any orders concerning Jewish 
business undertakings? 

A. In that respect, no, I never received any instructions. 

Q. There have been a number of severe measures against the Jews which 
have been listed in the indictment. I am referring to the wearing of the 
yellow star by the ám» Xx Jews, the denial of their right to participate in 
elections. I refer to outrages agdnst persons and property, restrictions 
in regard to living quarters, xn the confiscation of property; deportations, 
forced labor, teking away of food, down to mass murder and mass extermination 
in the East and in the concentration camps. Have the kreiswirtschaftsberaters 
had any hand in these or simwilar measures against the Jews? 

A. Wo they didn't. 

Q. Did the Ferty leadership give you aminstructions to participate 
in the persecution of the Jews? 

A. Wo. 

Q. Did the kreiswirtschafteberaters receive from the Party leadership 
information 1u regerd to tne happenings and murders perfomued in the concen- 
tration camps,end did the kreiswirtschaftsberaters have anything to do directly 
or indiréctly with the concentration camps? 


A. The kreiswirtschaftsberaters had nothing to do whatsoever, directly 


or indirectly, with the concentration camps, and therefore I had no knowledge 
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of the state of affairs there. 

Q. I am coming to the point of the indictment regarding iaternational 
rules and regulations concerning warfare. We are particularly interested in the 
question whether the kreiswirtschaftebereters had anything to do with the 
killing of Allied fliers who had bailed cut cf airplanes. Kreisleiter Bormann 
issued in that connection a letter to the Perty, informing the Party leiters 
that, if the population should lynch such Allied fliers, they should not be 
stepped. Did any Party officer inform the kreiswirtschaftsberaters of that 
instructica of Bormanun's? 

A. Ne, I never learned of that instruction. 


(recess) 


6! Oni ae MR. end Proceed with the examination, Dr. Nath. 


A 


Q. Ian tae vo submit to you instructions issued by Hitler in 19569, 
issued to Reichsleiter Bouhler end Dr. Brandt. This is a document of the 
Prosecution. That letter authorized a number of specifically named physicians 
to administer the so-called “mercy killing" in cases where people were 
desperately ill. Were the leiters of RES ino ANON offices informed of 
that Hitler order officially through the Party, and about the way in which 

it was carried out? 

A. The Mixkex kreiswirtschaftsberaters never were informed of that 
order, and it is my belief that the other professional advisors didn't learn 
of it e'ther--perhaps with the exception of the advisor on health affisrs, but 
I don't know of that either. 

Q. Did the kreiswirtscLafisteratere have anything to do with the instances 


where thoee mercy killings were perf ommed? 


A. No, I didn't have anything to do with any matters concerning the sick. 
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Q- For a certain period of time you were a block and zellen leiter, 
and therefore I would like to ask you a number of questions regarding those, 
Describe to the Conuission the functions and nature of the work of the block 
and zellen letters. 

& A. There existed in the kreis of OCologne-Aachen, to which I belonged, 
instructions that all political leiters had to perform services of blockleiters 
for at least three months. Therefore, in 1938 I served three months each ag 
deputy to a biockleiter and to a zellenleiter. I was in charge of that block 
in waten I resided. My block consisted of 41 houses, with about 49 families, 
of which about 27 or 28 were Party members. My task wes the coliection of 
membership fees, the distribution or training material, anc the distribution 
of invitations to Party func tione. I had to account for the membership fees 
which I collected at the office of tne zellénieisver, farxwiam from wnem l alse 
received my instructione. Subsequently I was in charge of a zell that 
consisted of three blocks. My tasks consisted in accounting for the member- 
ehip fees which came in from the block and to eccount for those monies with 
the treasurer of the ortagruppe. I furthermore had to forward the training 
materials and the invitations which came to me frem the ertsgruppenleiter. 
My instructions were given to me x either by the ortsgruppenleiter or the 
treasurer of the ortsgruppe. The material wich I used in the office was a 
membership file. 

Q- Based on the Organizations Book of the Party, the Prosecution has 
claimed that the bleck and zellen leiters had the best contact with the 
population and therefore were particularly fitted to influence politically 


and to supervise politically the population. The Presecution calls the 


$x block anà zellen leiters the "little Caesars who terrorized the 


populetion." Is that correct? / e 
mH. 
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A. No, at least during the time I worked as a biockleiter, i knew 
novedy wno nad tnat concept of that service. 

Q. It was furtner Cisiweu that the oieckieiters performed the duties 
of police in Germany. The mkuakkakk blockleiters supposedly were tne little 
leaders who nad the real power ever the people of their districts. 

A. I can't imagine that any police officer would have obeyed instruc- 
tions of a blockleiter. I know from my experience as a leading civil 
servant of the city of Bonn that none of the leiters carried tne seai of the 
ortegruppenleiter. Nothing could be acted upon at all unless it had the 
seal of the kreisleiter. 

Q. Did the blockleiters have any real power over the residents of 
their districts? 

A. Wo, and I couldn't imagine how they could have such power. 

Q. Tne Prosecution continues Without the responsibility of the law, 
and without the approval of the courts, the Nazis had the power to take the 


lives 
liberty and/xkgmka of fthe citizens." Did the blockleiters at any time have 


such power? i 

A. No, the people in my district never had such power. 

. Q. Ley's Organization Book calls the block and gellenleiters "noneit- 
straegers." Who was actually, correctly, a hoheitstraeger, and did the block 
and zellenleitere have the rights and privileges of hoheitstraegers? 

A.  Hoheitstraegers consisted of kreisleiters, gauleiters, and orts- 
£ruppenleiters. The block and zellenleiters did not have the rights of 
hoheitstraegers; they had only to fulfill the orders of the ortsgruppenleiters. 

Q. The indictment excepted the staff of the co-workers ot the ortsgrup- 


penleiter. Who had larger rights and privileges--the assistants and co-workers 


of the ortsgruppenleiter, or the block and zellenletters? 
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A. Undoubtedly the political leiters who were attached to the staff 
of tne ortegruppenleiter. 

Q. Did the block and zellenleiters have the right to mobilize the SS, 
SA, Hitler Youth, or any other par Party formation,to force tne citizens to 
perform any kind of action? 

A. As far as i know, such privileges did not exist. The SA leiters 
were very anxious that they should receive orders only from the highest 
SA leiters—-and not from block and zellenleiters. 

&x Q. The Organizations Book by Ley states, among other things: 

"Those who spread damaging rumors should be ascertained by the blockleiter 
Xi and should be reported by him to the higher m Party officials so that, 
in turn, they can inform the State adiuriiies. Were the biockleiters' 
iniia we the higher Party officials to spy on the residents of their 
blocks and to report their names to higher Party authorities as described 
oy the Party Organizations Book? 

A. All I know was that the blockleiters were supposed to gain the 
confidence of the people in whoee block they lived. If they spied on people, 
they PEENE s: ee have lost that confidence right away. 

Q. Is it correct, as has been done by the Prosecution, to consider the 
block and zelien leiters, lowest layer of political leiters, to be responsible 
for the domestic &nd foreign policy of the Party in regard to the planning of 
an aggressive war, crimes against international laws of warfare, and crimes 


against humanity? 


A. As far as I know, the block and zellen leiters had no interest in 


J 
domestic and foreign policy or $a the other things juet mentioned. 


Q. The Prosecution submitted document No. 374 (USA 729). That is an 


order by the gau of Emsk&mx Koblenz-Trier, issued by the Propaganda 
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Department to all kreisleiters. That order is concerned with the fight 
against the Jews. In accordance with that, the kxsckxxe kkmrxwx kreisleiters 
were supposed to form special committees charged with the supervision of all 


places in their districts. The document, among t&e preliminary tasks, mentions 


"in all places that committee is to set up a sub-committee, the menbership 


of which is to be known by name only to the kreis committee. The membership 
of the sub-committee wiil give to the kreis committee the names of those 
Party members and other Germans--and particularly civil servants--who buy 
from Jews. The kreis committee is to mm mimeograph letters, the contents 

of which wiil be to inform the members of the people who engage in those 
crimes, to inform them of the horrible deeds they are performing; and these 
letters should bring to the attention of thé people the public defamation 
they have to face when their deeds are made public." €? Did you learn of that 
order of tne Gau of Kobdlenz-rier? . 

A. I do not know of any instruction of thatkind. 

Q. Would the block and zellen leiters have been the suitable persons 
for the supervision of people Wahia buying from Jews? 

A. The block and zellen leiters would not have been the right persons 
for tnat purpose, particularly because they all followed their occupations 
during the daytime and didn't have time to pursue that activity. 

<7 aoe eae activity have been in accordance with the mission of the 
block ana zeilen leiters to gain the confidence of the people? 

A. Wo, it would have conflicted with thatmission. 

Q. Whenever such an instruction was received from the office of the 
ortegruppenleiter, which department of that office would have been concerned 
with that order? 


A. If such an order hed been issued at all, it wowld have been sent to 


the Propaganda Department. I do know of an instance which occurred in 
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Bonn when a list of the Jewish stores was publieneds, xut the kreisleiter 


immediately prohibited the publication of & such a list. 
nly & HoR — nli — 
BY COLONEL GHIFFITH-—JONES: 

Qe You knew, did you not, that the Nazig Party carried on a continuous 
persecution of the Jews from 1933 on? 

A. Yes. It was a part of the Party Program that/the influence of the 
Jews should be restricted in accordance with their numbers. 

Q- I am not żak talking about influence. Let me put it differently. 
zou knew, did you not, that they carried out a continuous system of persecu- 
tion from 1933 onwards--whatever the purpose may have been? 

A. No. in that ciear form, that was not done. That was done only after 
the Nurnberg incident. 

Q. Do you consider tne boycott of 1933 aform of persecution? 

A. The business enterprises continued to operate, and the individual 
was free to buy there or not. 

Q. Perhaps you will answer my question. I am not here to receive 
answers from you to questions I have not put. My job is to ask questions, 
and yours is to axa answer them. Will you please understand that. And now, 
perhaps I will ask you again. Do you consider a boycott of the Jews in 1933 

form of persecution? 

No, I do not consider that a form of persecution. 

I accept that answer. Do you consider the demonstrations of 1938 
with the burning ot their synagogues and the seizure and putting into concen- 
tration camps millions of Jews--do you consider that a form of persecution? 

A. Yes. 


Q. Do you consider the mmx seizure of their property for a tenth of its 


value persecution? 
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A. Yes, that was persecution, too; also, there wasn't a correct 
trusteeship over these offices. 

Q. Do you consider tying a yellow star om them a form of persecution? 

A. It was a defamation,and therefore a persecution. 

Q. Now, may we pass on to another matter. You knew that concentration 
camps were set up and maintained by tne Nazi Party, did you not? 

A. Yes. 


You knew that the Gestapo was set up and maintained by the Nazi 


Certainly. 
Did you know that, under the Nazi government, millions of foreigners 
were brought into the Reich to work as slaves for the government? 

o p was that foreign labor was called into Germany who were fed 
and paid properly. 

Q. Were you in the area of Cologne and the Ruhr towns from 1941 onwards? 

A. I was in Bonn, wnich is about 30 kilometres from Cologne. 

Q. And your evidence is stating (We want to be quite clear, so that we 
know what value it has) that you did not know of foreign laborers being 
forced to work, badly fed, in and around Cologne? 

A. Ali i knew was that, after the air raids in Cologne, there was 
established a labor camp, and the inmates were used in the clearing out of 


the city. 


Q. Now you have told us that you knew about the persecution of the Jews, 


about the concentration camps, the Gestapo, amd the foreign labor being 


employed in the Reich. Every other kreiswirtechaftsberater in Germany knew 


about those things too, didn't theygt 
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A. Yes. They came from the same districts, and every other block 


and zelien leiter in those districts knew about those things. ies, they 


knew that there were foreign laborers. 

Q. Rak Would you agree with me that the Nazi system of government that 
was responsible for tnese things was maintained through the gauleiter, the 
kreisleiter, the ortsgruppenleiter, and the organizations tnat they controlled? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think that anybody who took an active part in the running of 
those organizations mam also took a part in maintaining, or was, to some 
extent, responsible for tne persecution or the Jews, the concentration camps, 
the Gestapo, and slave iabor? 

A. No. Most of them didn't have any influence. 

Q. If nobody had been willing to hola office as gauieiter, kreisleiter, or 
ortsgruppenleiter, that party organization could never have existed, could it? 

A. People accepted those offices because tne party organization had also 
performed good things for the people. 

Q. Will you answer my question. If nobody had ever accepted those 
offices, tne party machine could never have functioned? 

A. No, the party achine could never have functioned then. 

Q. You say that the peophe took on those jobs because the Party had 
done good things. 

A. tes. 

Q. It's right, isn't it, that the good things they did were done for 
the Nazi Party, and that they didn't give a scrap what they did to the Jews, 
or to the foreign countries they axmwrrxX over-ran, or to anybody who thought 


differently from themselves. 


A. No. That is not correct. I, for instance, in Bonn, was in a position 
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to pertorm a number of good things in the interest of tne people themselives—- 
public health, etc.--which had been delayed for generations. 

Q. I do not understand. Was tne Nazi Party justified because it did 
some good to the Nazi people? 

A. ies. i£ No mxxk parliamentary institutions functioned at all anymore 


before tne Nazis end, for instance,in Bonn we were entirely unabie to work 


Within the framework of an orderly budget. The political parties were not 


brave enough any longer to establish a balance between expenditü&re and 
income because they were not willing to withhold funds from tne institutions 
of their political friends. Therefore, small committees were formed ta 

Sx investigate the budgets and to formulate them in the framework of 
emergency measures, and the head of the State government was requested to 
estabiisn that balance in the framework of emergency orders. The parlia- 
mentary institutions refused to carry any responsibility, and they put the 


burden up to the head of the State government in Cologne. 
Rz oC 
COLONEL GRiFYITH-SONES: ‘hat seems quite irrelevant to the question. 
Pernaps Dr. Nath would like to finish his speecn. 
DR. NATH: The witness only wanted to clarify that, up to 1932, tne 
parliamentary system did not function any longer. I think that the witness 


has answered the question ei&borately enough. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1700 hours) 
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COMMISSIONER: 
C.orgo Re Tay 
OF POLITICAL LEADERS 
(Tho Commission roconvonod at 1500 hours) 
KARL ENGELBERT, c witness, took tho 
lite TAYLOR: jill tho witness stand please? ‘hat is your fullnamo? 
THE WITNESS: Karl Engelbert. 
MR. TAYLOR: Will you raise your right hand 
I swoar by God, the Almighty ond Onnisciont, that I will speak tho puro trutt 
and will withhold and add nothings 
(Tho witness ropoatod tho oath) 
HR. TAYLOR: You may sit down, $ 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
ATH (Defense Counsel for tho Corps of Political *"oadors), 
Please tdll tho Commission how old you aro, what your civil 
how long you have followed that profossicn? 
& tochnical onginoor in tho city of 


Ronnie I have which would bo councillor in charge of building 


activittes of the city since 1924, end I have boon living all those years 


and why did you join tho party? 
À I joinod the party on erie of^liay 1933. I did so because 


after parliamentary form had become inactive im Germany duo to small party, 


d 4 . . . . ` 
I fclt that all constructive forcos should Join in ono largo party to 
O 


prevont the break of Germanye 


( Mid «x tr = < : : 
4 Did you belong to ono of tho democratic parties in Germany before 


1935? 
Noe 


Q Whore wore you a Kroiswirtschaftsborater = that would bo advisor 
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of cconomic affairs to bo Kroisloitors? 

In Bonne I rocoivod on April 20, 1937, a lottor from tho Gauloiter 
in Cologne, appointing mno to Kroiswirtschoftsborator - Economic Advisor 
to the Kroisloitor, I filled this offico until tho ond, 

Did you know which characteristics woro used in tho sclection of tho 
Kroiswirtschaftsborator? 

Part of tho Kroiswirtschaftsborator wore solootod from industry 
and tradee Tho other part from those civil sorvonts who woro concornod with 
economic mettors, 

Q Did you rocoivo ony identifying papers as political loitors? 
In 1942, I roccivod such a paper as a political lcitor 


tho oath of offico tokon from you? 


Q possible to rofuse ' eoxactments of political offico or 
to lay down such an officc becauso o with tho political aims 
and opinions of the Nazis? 
That would have boon impossible for any pub]ic sorvont without very 


Sovorc conscquoncos, 


[2 


Q Please advise tho Commission to what sorious consoquoncos you are 
roforringe 
I had to report to my suporiors at the office tho acceptance or 
the declination of such an offico, My suporior officcr was obliged to forwarc 
a roport, if it concerned tho rofusal of such a Party office, to the 
of Stato, 
would have been tho consoquonceo for tho position of tho civil 
Somcono like mo, who was holding a leading position, would have had 


from his position, 


Q Describe to tho Commission tho structure of tho gau economic office 


r tho Kreis economic office attachod to tho staff of the kroislcitore 
A I am going to do so as far as tho kroiswirtschaftsborator offico 
economic offioc) is encornode I bolongod as kroiswirtscheftsbeorater 
onlargod staff of tho kroisloitor, whose subordinate I was in 


inary mattors,  Diroctivos oj official naturo I received from the 
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gauwirtscha. orator, who belonged tothe staff of tho gaulciter, is far 


as I know, thc gauwirtschaftsboretor roccived his instructions from tho 


gauloiter ang fron tho d cputy of the fuohror. I did not maintain any 


krcisloitor's office bui lding, 
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Q Did you have any staff to assist you? 

A Wy tasks were so small that I didn't need any assistance, 

Q Please describe the tasks of the kreiswirtschaftsberatere 

À My job was the counselling of the kreisleiter and of my fellow 
citizens in regard to economic affairs. People who, for instance, needed advice 
in tax matters came to me to inquire where they should go. Also, until the 
outbreak of war, I had to hold monthly conferences with representatives of 
industry, trade, the German Labor Front, and of the crafts, and to report the 
results of those discussions on general economic problems to the kreisleiter. 
SpeGial problems which were the subject of such conversations were, for 
instance, monetary problems, raw materials and labor supplye 

Q Were you the economic advisor to the ortsgruppenleiter? 

A Noe 

Q Would you characterize the office of the kreiswirtschaftsberater 
as a merely professional office? 

À Yes, it was merely professional, 

Q Did similar merely professional offices exist in the staff? 

à Yes, there were others, as, for instance, for the veople!s health, 
education, civil servants, technique, legal advisors, and commmity policy. 

Q Did the advisors for trades, industry, and also agricultural pobicy 
also belong? 
A Yes, I forgot to mention theme 

Q Was there a decrease in the activities of the kreiswirtschafts- 
berater during the war? 

A Yes; after the outbreak of the war those monthly conferences were 
not held anymore because the army began to take care of the industrial estab- 
lishmentse The only tasks which remained were occasional sessions giving 


advice to individual fellow citizense 


Q To enable the Commission to form an opinio as to the scope of 


your activities, please tell us how many of those conferences you helde 
À They were most infrequent ==- perhaps once every two or three month: 
Q Did those professional advisors of the kreisleiter, for irs tance 
of the kreiswirtschaftsberater, participate in the regularly-scheduled 
conferences of the kreisleiter, and how often did those take place? 


i199 
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A I participated only at eonferences which were called every two 
or throe months, but I did not participate in monthly political conferences 
which the kreisleiter held with his political advisors e 

Q What was the subject of conversation between you, as a kreiswirt- 
Schaftsberater, and thoseprofessional advisors of the kreisleiter, covery two 
or three months? 

À There wasn't anything particularly directed to any of use The 
invitations were extended to all of us, and we had a duty to appear at such 
meetings. The kreisleiter rewicwed the general terms of the situation, 
stressing that anything he would say would be merely his personal opinion; 
and the man in chargo of the kreisleiter's office subsequontly announced any 
dates of schedules which had to be known to the staff of the kreisleiter. Then 
the question was asked whether anybody attending the meeting wished to bring up 
anything of general interest to those present. If so, those questions werc 
discussed. And then the meeting, which lasted on the average of some one to 
one and one-half hours, was adjourncde 

Q mid you receive orders fron the kreisleiter, and, if so, which? 

A The only thing w I had to do with the kreisleiterwas that the 
kreisleiter referred citizens who came to him with questions of an economic 


nature to mee 


Q Do I understand you correctly, Witness, that you, if such citizens 
were referred to you, that you were to advise them? 

A Yes, that's right e 

Q What was the connection of the kreiswirtschaftsberater office to 


other Nazi organizations, as the SA, SS, German Labor Front, etce? 


A No connection whatsoever existede 


Q Did you know the Ley Organizations Book of the Nazi Party? 


A No, I never saw ite 
Q Did you know, on the basis of your personal e xperience, whether 
the political leiters paid attention to the Oyganizations Book and followed 
its directives? 
À I can!4 answer, because I didn't know of ite 
Q Do you know an order issued by Hitler and posted in all Party 
offices within the last few years, saying that only that person may know 
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about a matter who is concerned with its carrying out and no one has to learn 
more than le should know for the fulfilment of his tasks, and no one should learn 
of a matter earlier than he has to? Was that order observed by the staff of 
the kreislcitor? 

A The only knowledge I had of that Hitler order was that which I 
had gained as a civil servante As a kreiswirtschaftsberater, the kreisleiter 
never gave mo notiée of that order. I never saw it posted in any office of the 


kreisleitcre 


Q tiere there any secret directives for tho kreiswirtschaftsberater? 


^ 


A I never received secret orders. 
Q One calls the kreisvirtschaftsborater a political leiter. Had 


they anything to do with politics inthe narrow sense of the word? 
Jy any & is 
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No, we were not comerned with political questions. 
Q Did you, therefore, consider it correct that the kreiswirtschafts- 
berater and the other professional advisors were considered political 
leiters? 
Only in a very broad sense is that expression justified. 
Could you explain a little more elabora ely? 
Generally any office holder or any candidate for Party member- 
who held an office in the Party was called a political leiter, regord- 
of whether he had to fill political or professional t^sks, 
Q Did you know whether that title, "Political leiter", was bes- 
tewed upon people as an honorary title, too? 
Only in that sense that former kreisleiters, if they assumed 
public office-—as, for instance, Lad Mayor--then they retained the title 
"krcisleiter" as an honorary title. 


Q Did the political leiters you knew of belong to a Christian 


4 large part of those I knew did belong to a Christian church. 
I, myself, sm a mec»cr of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and have held 
various offices in my church and counselled and advised my church in re- 
gard to building matters. After I surrendered that office, I was given an 
honorary office in that church. 

Q Did the political leiters of your district participate in church 
activities, for instance, did they attend services and participate in church 
organizations? 

Yos, in regard to those political leiters who did belong to a 
church, they did participate in Such activities. 

Q Did the political leiters receive instructions, particularly from 
the gaulcitors or kreisleiters, to leave the church? 

fs far as I knew, I dan't:emember anyt hing of that kind. I do 
recall that a confercnec of advisors of the krcislciter in 1938 started to 
discuss the mattcr of leaving the church, but the kreisleiter definitely 
stated that such matters shovld not be discussed. 


Q I now come to definite points of the indictment. The indictment 
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conspiracy aiming at the committing cf crimes against the peace, the laws 


of 


of international warfare, and humanity. . The indictment considers thc Party 


Program the main basis of tht conspiracy of conquest and crime. I shall 


ask you a few questions in regar | points of the tarty Program and 
ask you, in connection with Point Two, of Fact One: "We demand the equal 
rights of the German people--equel to the rights of other nationse Ve demand 
the abolition of ti. Treaty of Versailles." How did the letters of profess- 
ional offices understand this point of the Party program? 

á I can't say how loitors in general eonsiderod that pointe, be-= 
cause we never discusscd ite I can give you only my personal opinion. 

My opinion was that, since that treaty provided for precedures which allowed 
for amendments for the other countrics concerned, that procedure should be 
applied to Germany, tor. 

Q Was there anything known within the staff of the kreisleiter, 
to which you belonged, with regard to the planning of an ageressive war? 

No, we weren't told anything of that kind. 
How did the political letters and the German rc^0Jo react to the 
outbreak of the war in 1939? 

I I can only say, as a mattor of grave import^nce and as 
of defense to which we were compelled. 

Q The indictment furthor chargos that the Corps of Political 
Leiters--that moans also tho leiters of the professional ofíices, the 
economic officcse-worc responsible for all measures conducted for the pur- 
pose of the conspiracy of the State and of the Government, including legis- 
lative matters. Did the kreiswirtschaftsberaters who Were coordinated with 
the kreisleiter have any influorce on the legislation of the Third Reich-- 
even only in the form of mere suggestions? 

Such a possibility did not exist; at least I never heard of it, 

Q It is claimed that a significant example of the responsibility 
of the political leiters was their participation in the persecution of the 
Christian Church, 


I know nothing of such a participation. 
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Q Were the kreiswirtschaftsberaters informed by the Party's highest 
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officials or by tho kreisleiter, of the fight against the Church, ond did 
they have anything to do with it? 
Neither in personal conversation nor at those meetings called 
"kreisappelle", was there anything said about it by the kreisleiters 
Q Were you ever told anything ^bout the ideas of the Party in the 


Church-Earty war? 


No, I never heard anything sbout that. 
> v tS 


Many ministers, Protestant and Catholic alike, and members of 

orders, wer. arrested and put into concentration camps by the 
‘azis, and the property of the Church was confiscatede Did the Party 
leadership inform you as a kreiswirtschaftsberater, or any of your other 
colleagues, of those actions a ainst ministers and churches, or did you 


learn about those things by other means? 
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A I learned nothing about those things in my capacity as kreis- 


l7 June-Pmn-1-Noll 


wirtschaftsberater, and I am sure that the other advisors learned only 
by chance. In my position as a high civil servant, l learned of those 
things as far as the confiscation of property by the Gestapo was concerned. 

i The *rosecution mentions as a further example of the participate 
ion of the political leiters in the conspiracy, the destruction of the free 
trade unions. Jt has been claimed that, soon after the seizure of power 
May 2 1933, prominent members of the Corps of iolitical Leiters prepared 
to participate in the destruction cf the trade unions? Pid you know, 
Witness, who performed the destruction of the 1abor unions? 

A That was before : took office. "ost of the offices of prc fessional 
advisors were not created before 193h. 

+ The responsibility of the policital leiter is seen in the part- 
icapation of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg and the looting cf art treasures in 
German-occupied territories. Did the kreiswirtschaftsberaters know what 
the Einsatzstab Rosenberg was and what its functions were? ånd did they 
have anything to do with it in their capacity as kreiswirtschaftsberaters? 

h Kreiswir.schaftsberaters knew nothing of the Einsatzstab Rosen- 
berg and had nothin: to do with it. 

v There took place outrages against the Yews from the 9th to the 
lOth of November, 1938, in the course of which synazogues were burned, 

ewish homes were burned and looted, and many Jewish citizens were arrested n 


and put into concentration camps. I am submitting to you Document !S 3051, 


USA 0520. it is a telegram by “ey of November 10, 1938 to all State police 


officers--Gestapoleiters and Gestapostellenleiters. In this telegram, * It 
is directed that you get in contact withthe competent lei tung, gau and 
kreis, to arrange for the conducting of those demonstrations, and a 
competent commander of the regular police is to be asked to join in those 
dembnstrations," Had the political leiters received any advance information 
of that campaign, and had they received orders to participate in those out- 
rages in any kind or form? 

A l do not know of any instruetions of that kind, 

Q Had the kreiswirtschaftsberaters received any orders from the 


gauleiters or from the kreisleiters after the occurrence of the outrages 


against "ewish citizens? Had they received any orders concerning Jewish 
LSS 
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business undertakings? 

A In that respect g nce i never received any instructions. 
^ There have been a number of severe measures against the “ews 
which have been listed in the indictment. I zam referring to the wearing of 
the yellcw star by the Jews, the denial of their right to participate in 
elections. I refer to outrages against persons and property, restrictions 
in revard to living quarters, the confiscation of property, deportations , 
forced labor, taking away of f cod,down to mass murder and mass extermina- 
tion in the East and in the concentration camps. Have the kreiswirtschafts- 
beraters h ad any hadn in these or similar measures azainst the Jews? 

m No they didntt. 

W Vid the arty leadership vive you any instructions to participate 
in the persecution of the Jews? 

H Noe 

: Did the kreiswirtschaftsberaters receive from the Party 
leader; hip information in regard to the happenings anc murders performed in 
the concentration canps, and di the kreiswirtschaftsberaters have anything 
to do directly cr indirectly with the concentration camps? 

A The kreiswirtschaftsberaters had nothing to do whatsoever, 
directly or indirectly , withthe concentration camps, and therefore I had 
no knowledge of the state of affairs there, 

m i am coming to the point of the indictment regardin» international 
rules and regulations concerning warfare. We are particularly interested 
in the question whether the kreiswirtschaftsberaters had anything to do 
with the killing of 4llied fliers who had bailed out of airplanes. 
Kreisleiter Bormann issued in that connection a letter to the larty, 
informing the Party leiters that, if the population should lynch such Allied 
fliers, they should not be stopped. Did any “arty officer inform the 
kreiswirtschaftsberaters of that instruction of Pormann!s? 

A No, I never learned of that instruction. 

(Recess) 
MR. TAYLOR: Proceed with the examination, Dr, Nath. 


BY DR, NATH: 


Q l am goinz to submit to you instructions issued by Hitler in 
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1939, issued to Reichsleiter Pouhler and Dr. Brandt. This is a document 
of the Prosecution, ‘hat letter authorized a number of specifically 
named physicians to administer the sc-called "mercy killing" in cases where 


people were desperately ill. Were the letters of the professicnal offices 


informed of thet _itler order officially through the rarty, and about the 


wey in which it was carried out? 

a The kreiswirtschaftsberaters never were informed of tha t order, 
and it is my belief that the other professional advisors didn't learn 
of it either--perhaps with the exception of the advisor on health affairs, 
but i don't know of that either, 

w Did the kreiswirtschafts^ersters have anything to do with the 
instances where those mercy killings were , performed? 


1 
A No, I didn t have anything to do with any matters concerning the 


^ 
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Department to all kreisleiters, That order is concerned with the 
fight against tho Jews. In accordance with that, the kreisloiters 
were Supposed to form special committecs charged with the Supervi- 
Sion of all places in their districts. The document, among tho 
preliminary tasks, mentions "In all places that committee is to 
sot up a sub-committee, the membership of which is to be known by 
name only to the kreis committee. The membership of the sub-com- 
mittee will give to the kreis committoo the namos of those Party 
members and other Germans--and particular y civil sorvants--who 
buy from Jews. The krcis committee is to mimoograph letters, the 
contents of which will be infor tho members of the people who 
engage in those crimos, to inform them of tho horrible deeds they 
are performing; and these letters should bring to the attention of 
the people the public defamation they have to face when their deeds 
are mede public." Did you learn of that order of tho Gau of 
Koblenz-Trior? 

Á I do not know of any instruction of that kind. 

Q Would the block and zellen loiters have been the suitable 
persons for the supervision of people buying from Jews? 

A The hlock and Zellen leiters would not have beon 
right persons for that purpose, particularly because they all fol- 
lovcà their occupations during the daytime and didn't have timo 
to pursue that activity. 


Q Would that activity have been in accordance with the 


+ 


Sion of the block and zellen leiters to gain the confidences of 
people? 
Å No, it would have conflicted with that mission. 
Whenever such an instruction was received from the office 
ortsgruppenloitor, which department of that office would 


have been concerned with that order? 


A If such an order had been issued at all, it would have 


boon sent to the Propaganda Department. I do know of an instance 

which occurred in Bonn when a list of the Jowish stores was pub- 

lished; the kroislcitor immdiately prohibited tho publication of 
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such a list. 
BY DR. NATH: 
That is 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY COLONEL GRIFFITH JONZS: 

Q, You know, did you not, that tho Nazi Party carricd on a 
continuous persecution of tho Jows from 1933 on? 

A Yos. It was a part of tho Party Program that tho influ- 
once of tho Jews should bo rostrictod in accordance with their 
numbors. 

Q I am not talking about influcneo. Lot mo put it differ- 
ontly. You know, did you Lot, that they carricd out a continuous 
System of persecution from 1933 onwards -- whatever -tho purpose 
mey have boon? 

No. In that clear form, that was not done « That was 
after the Nurnberg incident. 
Do you consider the boycott of 1933 a form of puorsocution? 
The businsss ontorprisos continuca to oporzx te, and tho 
© to buy there or not. 
Q Perhaps you will answor my question. I am mot here to 


roccivo answers from you to questions I have not pute My job is 


to ask questions, and yours is to answer them. Will zou please 


understand that. And how, perhaps I will ask you again. Do you 
consider a boycott of ovS in 1953 a form of pers & cution? 

A No, I do not consider that a form of persectation. 

Q I accept that answer. Do you consider the demonstrations 
of 1938 with the burning of their synagogues and tho zsóizure ana 
putting into concentration camps millions of Jews--do you consider 
that a form of pers ecution? 
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Q Do you considor the seizure of their property for a tenth 
of its value persecution? 

A Yes, that was persecution, too; Also, there wasn't a 
correct trusteeship ovor these offices, 


Q Do you consider tying a yellow star on them za form of 
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persecution? 
it was a defamation, and therefore a persecution. 
Q No., may we pass on to another matter. You knew that 


concentration camps were set up and maintained by the Nazi Party, 
did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q You knew that the Gestapo was set up and maintainod by 
Nazi Party. 

Certainly. 
Q Did you know that, under the Nazi government, millions 


v 


of foreigners wore brought into tho Reich to work as slaves for 


tho governne nt? 
A all I knew was that foreign labor was called into German) 
who were fed and paid properly. 


A 


Q Were you in the area of Cologne and the Ruhr towns from 


v 


1941 onwards? 


p i was in Bonn, which is about 30 kilometres from Cologne. 


Q And your cvidence is stating (We want to be quite clear, 
so that we know what value it has) that you did not know of for- 
eign laborers being forced to work, badly fed, in and around Cologn 

ae all I knew was that, after the air raids in Cologne, ther 
wes established a labor camp, and the inmates were used in the 
clearing out of tho city. 

Q Now yov have told us that you knew about the persecution 
of the Jews, aby ut the concentration camps, the Gestapo, and the 
foreign labor being employed in the Reich. Every other kreiswirt- 


schaftsberater in Germany knew about those things too, didn't thoy* 
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A Yes. They came from the same districts, and every other 
block and zollon loiter in thoso districts know about those things, 
Yes, they knew that thoro wore foreign laborers, 

G Would you agroo with mo that tho Nazi Systom of government 
thot was rosponsiblo for thoso things was maintainod through tho 
gauloiter, tho kroisloitor, tho ortzgruppenlei ter, and the organi- 
zations that they controliod? 


Q Do you think that any body who tool an active part in 


v 


- 


ivions @iso took a part in maintaining, 


the concentration camps, the Gestapo, and slawe labor? 

á Ko. Most of them didn't have any influence. 

Q if nobody had been willing to hold cfficc as gauloitor, 
kroisloitor, or ortssruppeniciter, that party organization could 
never have cxisted, could it? 

P Poople acceptcd those offices because tho party organiza- 
tion had also performed good things for tho people, 

Will you answer my question. If nobody had ever acceptec 
those offices, the party machine could nover have functioned? 

A No, the party machine could never have functioned thon. 

Q You say that the people took on those jobs because the 
Party had done good things. 

A Yos, 

Q it's right, isn't it, that the good things they did were 
dono for tho Nazi Party, and that they didn't give a Scrap what 
they did to the Jews, or to the foreign countries they over-ran, or 
to anybody who thought differently from themselves, 

A No. That is not correct. i, for instance, in Bonn, was 
in a position to perform a number of good things in the interest of 
the people thomselves-- public health, etc. --which had been delayed 
for generations, 

E I do not understand. Was the Nazi Party justified because 


it did somo good to the Nazi people? 
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A Yes. No parliamontary institutions functioned at all 
anymore before the Nazis and, for instance, in Bonn we were entire- 
ly unable to work within the framework of an orderly budget. The 
political parties were not brave enough any longer to establish a 
balance between expenditure and income because they were not will- 
ing to withhold funds from tho institutions of thoir political 
fricnds,  Thoroforo, small committecs were formed to investigate 
the budgets and to formulate them in the framework of emergency 
measures, and the head of tho State government was requested to 
establish that balance in the framework of cmorgency orders. The 
parliamentary institutions usc to carry any responsibility, 
and they put tho burden up to the head of the State government in 
Cologne, 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: That scoms quite irrelevant to 
Nath would like to finish his speech. 
Tue witness only wanted to clarify that, up 
the parliamentary system did not function any longer. I 
think that the witness has answered the question elaborately cnough, 


(The Commission adjourned at 1700 hours, ) 
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